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THESIS QUESTION
If a preliterate society decided to write
their language down, what script will
they choose and why?

ABSTRACT
This paper explores the above question
through an exposition on types of
writing systems and a brief history of
a few writing systems throughout the
world. Societies sometimes invented
new scripts, sometimes adapted
existing ones, and other times used a
combination of both.
Based on these examples, I identify
factors that influence the script
decision including neighboring scripts,
access to technology, and the
circumstances of their introduction to
writing. Much of the world uses the
Roman alphabet and I present the
argument that almost all preliterate
societies beginning to write will choose
to use a version of the Roman
alphabet. However, the alphabet does
not fit all languages equally well, and
the paper closes out with an
investigation into some of these
inadequacies and how languages
might resolve the issues.
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SCRIPTS OF THE WORLD

REASONS FOR THE
ROMAN ALPHABET
• Many languages use the Roman
alphabet, which provides easy access
to the script
• Ease of learning, only has twenty six
letters (not including diacritics)
• Technology facilitated and
encourages the use of the Roman
alphabet through typewriters, cell
phones, and the internet

INADEQUACIES OF THE
ROMAN ALPHABET
• Distinctive capital and lower case
letters that do not resemble each
other
• Limited number of symbols,
especially for vowels
• Extensive use of diacritic marks to
distinguish similar symbols
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