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QUICK TIPS 
(--THIS SECTION DOES NOT PRINT--) 

 
This PowerPoint template requires basic PowerPoint 
(version 2007 or newer) skills. Below is a list of 
commonly asked questions specific to this template.  
If you are using an older version of PowerPoint some 
template features may not work properly. 
 

Using the template 
 

Verifying the quality of your graphics 
Go to the VIEW menu and click on ZOOM to set your 
preferred magnification. This template is at 100% the 
size of the final poster. All text and graphics will be 
printed at 100% their size. To see what your poster will 
look like when printed, set the zoom to 100% and 
evaluate the quality of all your graphics before you 
submit your poster for printing. 
 
Using the placeholders 
To add text to this template click inside a placeholder 
and type in or paste your text. To move a placeholder, 
click on it once (to select it), place your cursor on its 
frame and your cursor will change to this symbol:         
Then, click once and drag it to its new location where 
you can resize it as needed. Additional placeholders 
can be found on the left side of this template. 
 
Modifying the layout 
This template was specifically designed for a 48x36 tri-
fold presentation. Its layout should not be changed or 
it may not fit on a standard board. It has a one foot 
column on the left, a 2 foot column in the middle and 
a 1 foot column on the right. 
The columns in the provided layout are fixed and 
cannot be moved but advanced users can modify any 
layout by going to VIEW and then SLIDE MASTER. 
 
Importing text and graphics from external sources 
TEXT: Paste or type your text into a pre-existing 
placeholder or drag in a new placeholder from the left 
side of the template. Move it anywhere as needed. 
PHOTOS: Drag in a picture placeholder, size it first, 
click in it and insert a photo from the menu. 
TABLES: You can copy and paste a table from an 
external document onto this poster template. To 
adjust  the way the text fits within the cells of a table 
that has been pasted, right-click on the table, click 
FORMAT SHAPE  then click on TEXT BOX and change the 
INTERNAL MARGIN values to 0.25 
 
Modifying the color scheme 
To change the color scheme of this template go to the 
“Design” menu and click on “Colors”. You can choose 
from the provide color combinations or you can create 
your own. 
 
 

 
 

 

QUICK DESIGN GUIDE 
(--THIS SECTION DOES NOT PRINT--) 

 
This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 36”x48” tri-
fold presentation  poster. It will save you valuable time 
placing titles, subtitles, text, and graphics.  
 
Use it to create your presentation. Then send it to 
PosterPresentations.com for premium quality, same 
day affordable printing. 
 
We provide a series of online tutorials that will guide 
you through the poster design process and answer your 
poster production questions.  
 
View our online tutorials at: 
 http://bit.ly/Poster_creation_help  
(copy and paste the link into your web browser). 
 
For assistance and to order your printed poster call 
PosterPresentations.com at 1.866.649.3004 
 
 

Object Placeholders 
 

Use the placeholders provided below to add new 
elements to your poster: Drag a placeholder onto the 
poster area, size it, and click it to edit. 
 
Section Header placeholder 
Move this preformatted section header placeholder to 
the poster area to add another section header. Use 
section headers to separate topics or concepts within 
your presentation.  
 
 
 
Text placeholder 
Move this preformatted text placeholder to the poster 
to add a new body of text. 
 
 
 
 
Picture placeholder 
Move this graphic placeholder onto your poster, size it 
first, and then click it to add a picture to the poster. 
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Silent Statecraft 

	

Ambassadors are an integral facet of diplomacy, and 
are therefore a potential pawn in nonverbal signal 
sending. If the revocation of ambassadors can be 
used to influence foreign countries, it can be used as 
a diplomatic tool. If, however, it is merely a 
response to a security threat or personal gaffe, it is 
reactionary rather than proactive and cannot be 
employed as a bargaining strategy.  
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION:	WHY	THE	RECALL	OF	AMBASSADORS	
IS	SIGNIFICANT	

METHODOLOGY	

EXAMPLES	

RESULTS	

CONCLUSIONS	

Diplomats represent the sending state in the 
receiving state, protect the interests of the sending 
state and its nationals, negotiate with the 
government of the receiving state, and promote 
friendly relations between the two. Ambassadors are 
both practically and symbolically important to 
negotiations between the sending and receiving 
states.  
 
Despite this, the revocation index shows that 
diplomatic recalls do not usually correspond to 
greater political plans. This tactic is not primarily 
used to advance political agendas or effect change. 
Over 50% of diplomatic revocations are initiated 
for non-political reasons, like ambassador conduct 
and internal political transition.  
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The	Revoca.on	of	Ambassadors	as	a	Diploma.c	Tool	

Iranian protesters breached the 
US embassy during the Iranian 
Revolution in 1979, a conflict that 
led to the eventual severing of all 
d ip lomatic, economic, and 
political relations with Iran. 

Belarus recalled its ambassador to 
Sweden in 2012 after Swedish 
act i v i s t s i l l ega l l y entered 
Belarusian airspace to drop the 
teddy bears carry ing pro-
democracy messages. No further 
action was taken. 
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France recalled its ambassador 
to Hong Kong after he allegedly 
attempted to smuggle over 
$5000 in burgundy wine out of 
a n e x c l u s i v e H o n g Ko n g 
nightclub in his suit.  
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RESEARCH	QUESTIONS	
1.   Under what conditions do states recall their 

diplomats, and what do they hope to 
achieve by doing so? 

2.   What proportion of diplomatic revocations 
are politically significant, and how can we 
measure this? 
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Level 1 – High Political Significance 
•  Ambassador is recalled to send a 

strong external policy-related 
message 

•  Paired with at least one of the 
following: economic or military 
sanctions, war, or multilateral or 
comprehensive action  

Level 2- Moderate Political 
Significance 
•  Ambassador is recalled to send a 

moderate political signal 
•  Stand-alone; unaccompanied by 

other avenues of persuasion 
Level 3- Peripheral Political 
Significance 
•  Ambassador is recalled for internal 

or non-political reasons 
•  Usually related to ambassador 

conduct or internal political 
transition 

In answering Question 2, I compiled an extensive 
original dataset cataloguing 1,000 instances of 
diplomatic revocation into three levels of 
political significance: 
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1987. 
 
Gallucio, Mauro, ed., The Handbook of 
International Negotiation. New York: Springer 
Cham Heidelberg, 2015. 
 
Maller, Tara. "Diplomacy Derailed: The 
Consequences of Diplomatic Sanctions." The 
Washington Quarterly 33, no. 3 (2010): 61-79.  
 
United Nations. United Nations Treaty Series: The 
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations. Vol. 
500. United Nations, 1961. 95. 
	


